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PROCLAM  A TIP.  V 


BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH 
February  2009 


WHEREAS , Pennsylvanians  will  reflect  and  celebrate  the  contributions  African  Americans 
have  made  and  continue  to  make  in  building  our  strong  and  vibrant  nation;  and 

WHEREAS , African  Americans  have  played  significant  roles  in  the  history  of 
Pennsylvania's  economic,  cultural,  spiritual  and  political  development  while  working  tirelessly  to 
maintain  and  promote  their  culture  and  history'  and  striving  for  equality  on  many  fronts;  and 

WHEREAS , the  national  theme  for  this  year's  observance  is  the  “ Quest  for  Black 
Citizenship  in  the  Americas,"  focusing  on  the  strides  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People,  which  was  created  one  century  ago;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  more  than  45  active  NAACP  branches , 
each  with  the  mission  of  ensuring  the  political,  educational,  social,  and  economic  equality  of  rights 
of  all  persons  and  to  eliminate  racial  hatred  and  racial  discrimination;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  NAACP  has  worked  successfully  with  allies  of  all  races  who  believe  in  and 
stand  for  the  principles  on  which  the  organization  was  founded;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  NAACP's  centennial  provides  us  all  the  opportunity ? to  address  issues  of 
race  and  citizenship  from  both  a historical  and  current  events  point  of  view: 

THEREFORE , hi  special  recognition  of  the  rich  history  of  African  Americans  in  our 
Commonwealth,  I,  Edward  C.  Rendell,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby 
proclaim  February  2009  BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH  in  Pennsylvania.  ! encourage  all  citizens  to 
celebrate  this  important  observance  and  to  continue  to  work  toward  the  goal  of  liberty  and  justice 
for  all. 


GIVEN  under  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  the 
Governor,  at  the  City'  of  Harrisburg,  on  this  first 
day  of  February'  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  two 
thousand  and  nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
the  two  hundred  and  thirty-third. 


EDWARD  G.  RENDELL 
Governor 


PROGRAM 


Negro  National  Anthem 

Ms.  Diane  Wilson 

Introduction  & Welcome 

Cheryl  Walker  Davis,  Mistress  of  Ceremonies 
Public  Utility  Commission 

Musical  Selection 

Ms.  Diane  Wilson 

Introduction  by:  Ms.  Janee  Concepcion, 

Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 

Keynote  Presentation 

The  Honorable  Peter  Speaks 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Dept,  of  General  Services  & Special 
Advisor  to  Governor  Edward  G.  Rendell  for  Minority,  Women 
Owned  and  Disadvantaged  Business  Development 
Introduction  by:  Ms.  Leslie  Amoros,  Dept,  of  State 

Musical  Selection 

Indiana  University  of  Pennsylvania  Voices  of  Joy 

Melvin  Jenkins,  Director 

Introduction  by:  Ms.  Karen  Goss,  Public  Utility  Commission 

Closing 

Cheryl  Walker  Davis 

PRE-PROGRAM  (order  may  vary) 

Slide  Presentation 

Ms.  Rhonda  Hill,  Dept,  of  Community  and  Economic  Development 

Indiana  University  of  Pennsylvania  Voices  of  Joy 

Dr.  Melvin  Jenkins,  Director 


Central  Dauphin  East  Step  Team 


PENNSYLVANIA  PU3LIC  UTILITY  COMMISSION 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
HARRISBURG.  PENNSYLVANIA 


February  26,  2009 


Chairman 


Greetings 


Thank  you  for  joining  our  2009  Black  History  Month  celebration.  The  very  phrase 
"Black  History  Month"  takes  on  new  meaning  in  light  of  last  month’s  inauguration  of  our 
nation’s  first  African-American  President.  Decades  from  now,  generations  from  now, 
Americans  will  mark  Black  History  Month  with  a look  back  to  the  monumental  events  in 
which  we  all  have  the  good  fortune  to  participate  and  experience. 

The  Association  for  the  Study  of  African  American  Life  and  History  established  this 
year’s  national  theme  of  "Quest  for  Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas,”  exploring 
African-Americans’  struggle  for  equality  in  employment,  education  and  politics  from  our 
country's  earliest  years  through  the  20lh  century.  While  announcing  his  candidacy  for  our 
nation’s  highest  office,  our  new  President,  Barack  Obama,  certainly  had  these  struggles 
in  mind  when  he  said:  "In  the  face  of  impossible  odds,  people  who  love  their  country  can 
change  it."  And  we  will  continue  to  celebrate  their  accomplishments  during  Black 
History  Month,  as  well  as  every  single  day  we  enjoy  the  freedoms  of  this  great  country. 

Thank  you  again  for  joining  our  celebration  of  Black  History  Month. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

302  North  Office  Building 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 

PEDRO  A.  CORTES  Telephone.  (717)  787-8727 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  Fax:  (717)  787-1734 

Website:  www.dos.state.pa.us 

February  26,  2009 

Greetings: 

Thank  you  for  joining  us  in  the  2009  Black  History  Month  program,  Quest  for 
Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas. 

This  year’s  theme  reflects  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the 
National  Association  of  Colored  People  (NAACP).  This  milestone  marks  a century  of 
unwavering  commitment  to  the  protection  of  equal  citizenship  and  dignity  for  every 
American.  The  organization’s  activities  have  instilled  hope  as  well  as  inspired  action  in 
African  American  men  and  women,  as  evidenced  by  Rosa  Parks  and  Medgar  Evers. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  African  American  citizens  were  being  denied  one  of  out- 
most fundamental  inalienable  rights,  the  right  to  vote.  As  the  agency  charged  with 
administering  fair  and  accessible  elections  in  our  Commonwealth,  it  is  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  Department  of  State  that  we  do  everything  within  our  power  to 
preserve  this  right.  We  commend  the  NAACP’s  work  to  eliminate  the  barriers  of 
injustice  and  give  voices  to  millions  of  deserving  American  citizens. 

Today,  we  celebrate  the  evolution  of  race  relations  and  citizenship  in  American 
history.  The  Black  History  Month  program  unites  Americans  as  we  recognize  our  unique 
etlinic  and  cultural  heritages  and  leam  from  our  experiences.  Understanding  the  Quest 
for  Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas  will  help  foster  a compassionate  multicultural 
society. 


It  is  fitting  that  our  observance  of  Black  History  Month  closely  follows  the 
inauguration  of  the  44th  President  of  the  United  States,  Barack  Obama,  on  January  20th. 
Irrespective  of  the  diverse  political  viewpoints  that  define  us,  the  fact  of  the  election  of 
the  first  African  American  to  the  highest  office  in  the  land  is  testament  to  the  power  of 
ideals  and  to  the  strength  and  spirit  of  our  nation. 

I hope  you  enjoy  today’s  celebration. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Lu  t.  0,-rA 

Pedro  A.  Cortes 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Department  of  Community 
41  Economic  Development 


Executive  Deputy  Secretary 


February,  2009 


Greetings, 


As  we  celebrate  the  many  accomplishments  of  African-Americans  who  have 
made  extraordinary  contributions  to  all  aspects  of  society,  let  us  not  forget  their  collective 
struggles  and  triumphs.  ‘ Quest  for  Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas”  is  about  the 
courageous  men  and  women  who,  in  conditions  that  are  difficult  to  imagine  today,  made 
full  and  equal  citizenship  for  all  a reality. 

The  Emancipation  Proclamation  and  the  1 4th  Amendment  did  not  succeed  at 
providing  complete  citizenship  to  all  African-Americans.  In  the  decades  that  followed,  a 
variety  of  factors  including  legal  barriers  like  Jim  Crow  laws  as  well  as  many  unwritten 
laws  and  unspoken  prejudices  - combined  to  keep  many  African-Americans  from 
experiencing  equality  and  “full”  citizenship.  However,  the  efforts  of  the  NAACP  and 
other  civil  rights  groups,  by  keeping  the  issue  of  equality  before  the  courts  and  by 
organizing  people  of  all  races  together  to  work  towards  progress,  helped  break  legal  and 
cultural  barriers  and,  ultimately,  brought  about  positive  and  transformative  changes  to  our 
nation. 

During  this  Black  History  Month,  pause  to  appreciate  the  struggles  many  endured 
to  bring  about  the  freedom  and  opportunities  we  enjoy  today. 

On  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Community  and  Economic  Development,  I am 
proud  to  recognize  the  rich  heritage  of  African-Americans,  and  gratefi.il  for  the  diversity 
in  DCED,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  our  nation. 


Sincerely, 


Johny.  Blake 

Executive  Deputy  Secretary 


Commonwealth  Keystone  Building 
dOO  North  Street,  d*11  Floor 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  17120-0225 
(717)  787-3003  | (717)  787-6825  (Fax) 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  GENERAL  SERVICES 
HARRISBURG 


FICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


717-787-5996 


January  26,  2009 


Greetings: 

As  we  once  again  take  time  to  recognize  and  celebrate  the  many  contributions  of  African- 
Americans,  this  celebration  takes  on  greater  significance  with  the  election  of  President 
Barack  Obama  as  the  first  African-American  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Just  as  the  entire  country  celebrated  this  historic  election,  it  is  also  fitting  that  we  now 
celebrate  the  historic  and  significant  contributions  and  achievements  of  other  African- 
Americans  throughout  the  course  of  history. 

The  quest  for  citizenship,  however,  has  not  been  an  easy  journey.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
full  of  pain,  suffering,  hardship  and  deep  valleys.  Through  it  all,  African-Americans 
persevered  and  never  gave  in  to  the  harsh  and  cruel  realties  of  their  existence.  Men, 
women  and  children  had  to  overcome  slavery,  legally  and  government-imposed 
segregation,  or  Jim  Crow,  as  well  as  institutional  discrimination,  while  yet  somehow 
maintaining  their  hope,  courage,  dignity,  and  compassion. 

These  brave  and  tireless  souls  were  able  to  transform  American  history  to  make  America 
what  it  is  today.  It  is,  therefore,  in  this  proud  spirit  and  tradition,  that  we  pay  special 
tribute  and  recognition  to  the  remarkable  achievements  of  African-Americans  who  blazed 
the  trails  and  made  a difference  in  eveiy  aspect  of  American  life  and  culture. 


Sincerely, 


James  P.  Creedon 
Secretary 


ROOM  515  NORTH  OFFICE  BUILDING.  HARRISBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA  17125 


Pennsylvania 

DEPARTMENT  OF  BANKING 

MARKET  SQUARE  PLAZA  | 17  N SECOND  STREET,  13™  FL  | HARRISBURG,  PA  17101 
Ph  717.787.6991  Fx  717.787.8773  w www.banking.state.pa.us 


SECRETARY  OF  BANKING 


February  2009 


Greetings! 

On  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Banking, 
welcome  to  the  Commonwealth’s  annual  Black  History  Month  celebration. 

This  year’s  theme,  “The  Quest  for  Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas: 
Celebrating  the  NAACP  Centennial’’  recognizes  the  achievements  the  organization 
has  made  over  the  past  century  in  promoting  equal  rights  for  all  people  and 
combating  hatred  and  discrimination.  It  is  especially  appropriate  that  the  NAACP 
celebrates  this  milestone  in  2009,  the  same  year  in  which  our  nation  welcomed  its 
first  African  American  president  to  the  Oval  Office.  We  should  all  be  thankful  to 
the  NAACP  and  its  members  for  their  hard  work  and  sacrifice  over  the  decades  to 
improve  the  lives  of  people  of  all  races,  nationalities  and  faiths. 

Thank  you  for  coming  here  today  to  enjoy  this  worthwhile  event. 


Sincerely, 


Steven  Kaplan 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGING 
555  Walnut  Street.  5th  Floor 
HARRISBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA 
I7I0II9I9 

SECRETARY  OF  AGING 


(717)  783-1550 


February  5,  2009 


Greetings 

On  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Aging  and  the  Office  of  Long  Term  Living 
welcome  to  the  2009  Biack  History  Month  celebration  highlighting  the  theme  "The  Quest 
for  Black  Citizenship  in  the  Americas  Celebrating  the  NAACP  Centennial,”  Today's 
program  promises  to  inspire  and  inform  us  and  to  show  how  the  valiant  efforts  of  the 
NAACP  have  contributed  to  working  toward  equal  citizenship  for  all  Americans  during 
the  past  100  years 

The  election  of  Barack  Obama  as  President  of  the  United  States  marks  a historic 
milestone  in  the  100  year  history  of  the  NAACP  and  the  country  It  is  fitting  that  the 
theme  for  this  year's  celebration  centers  on  the  efforts  of  the  men  and  women  of 
different  races,  ethnicities  and  nationalities  who  have  worked  toward  racial  equality  and 
harmony  in  the  country 

Volunteering  and  good  citizenship  have  always  been  important — these  efforts  are 
rewarding  for  those  who  volunteer  and  those  who  are  helped  I encourage  us  all  to 
consider  giving  more  to  others  in  the  spint  of  Black  History  Month 

Sincerely, 


John  Michael  Hall 
Acting  Secretary 


TIMELINE  - Penn 


The  19th  Century 


1800 

1802 

1812 

1830 

1832 

1833 

1837 


The  black  population  of 
Pennsylvania  is  16,270. 

Pennsylvania  blacks,  including 
Absalom  Jones  and  James 
Forten,  present  petition 
to  abolish  slavery  to  U.S. 

House  of  Representatives. 

African  Americans  fight  under 
Commodore  Perry  in  War  of  1 8 1 2. 


The  first  black  political 
convention  meets  in  Philadelphia. 


Institute  for  Colored  Youth,  later 
Cheyney  University,  is  founded. 


Black  women  are  part  of  the 
Philadelphia  Female  Anti- 
Slavery  Society. 


the  © m 

SttJ 


Pennsylvania  Anti-Slaverv 
Society  is  founded,  with  James 
Forten,  Robert  Purvis  and 
Stephen  Smith  among  its 
members. 


1838  Pennsylvania  legislature  votes  to 
deny  blacks  right  to  vote.  Anti- 
abolitionists  bum  Pennsylvania  Hall. 
William  Whipper  edits  the  first 
black  newspaper  in  Pennsylvania, 
The  National  Reformer. 


1870  The  1 5th  Amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution  gives  back  to 
Pennsylvania  blacks  the  right  to  vote. 

1871  Community  leader  Octavius  Catto  is 
murdered  during  election  violence  in 
Philadelphia. 

1884  The  Philadelphia  Tribune  is  founded 
by  Christopher  Perry. 

1887  Pennsylvania  legislature  enacts  law 

banning  discrimination  against 
blacks  in  public  places/ 
transportation;  the  law  is  not  strictly 
enforced. 


1895  Dr.  Nathan  F.  Mossell,  the  first  black 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  Medical  School, 
founds  the  Frederick  Douglas 
Hospital  In  Philadelphia. 


1899  W.E.B.  Dubois  publishes  The 
Philadelphia  Negro,  one  of 
the  most  important  books 
ever  written  on 
Pennsylvania  blacks. 


The  20th  Century 


The 

& 


1900  The  black  population  of 

Pennsylvania  is  62,000. 

1910  The  Pittsburgh  Courier  is  founded. 


1848 


1850 

1851 


1854 


Downingtown  Industrial  School 
is  founded.  State  convention 
of  colored  citizens  is  held 
in  Harrisburg. 


1911 


% 


Fugitive  Slave  Law  makes  it  a 
crime  to  harbor  run-away  slaves. 


Christiana  riot  occurs  in  which 
blacks  and  fugitive  slave  kill  in  self- 
defense.  Lawyers  led  by  Thaddeus 
Stevens  win  acquittal  for  them. 

Lincoln  University  is  founded. 


1915 


1917 


1862  Pennsylvania  Freedman’s  Relief 
Association  is  started  to  educate 
former  slaves. 


1863  First  Civil  War  black  recruits  arrive 
at  Camp  William  Penn. 

1865  /iijnH  Equal  Rights  Convention 

CinpD  protests  streetcar  segregation  in 
T Philadelphia. 


1918 

1919 


1867  First  black  baseball  team  in  theJJtS. 

- The  Pythians  - is  fougd$eH!i  1935 

Philadelphia  by  OctS^CTUS  Catto  and 
others.  £ 


Harry  Bass,  Republican,  is  the 
first  black  representative  elected  to 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature.  The 
Coatesville  lynching  of  Zachariah 
Walker  prompts  the  founding  of  an 
NAACP  branch  in  the  state. 

The  Great  Migration  begins 
as  industry  expands  in  the 
state,  foreign  immigration  declines, 
and  racial  violence  rises  in  the  South. 

Blacks  enlist  as  part  of  the  92nd  and 
93rd  divisions  of  the  U.S.  Army 
combat  troops  to  fight  in  World 
War  I.  Wartime  industry  draws 
more  Southern  migrants  to 
Pennsylvania.  Race  riot  breaks 
out  in  Chester. 

Philadelphia  race  riot  erupts.  The 
Armstrong  Association,  Urban 
League  and  black  churches 
coordinate  effort  to  assist  migrants. 

Blacks  act  as  strikebreakers  in 
nationwide  steel  strike. 

Homer  S.  Brown  becomes  the  first 
black  Democrat  elected  to 
Pennsylvania  legislature. 


ylvania  Histor 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1955 


1958 

966 

1968 

1969 

1977 

1983 

1984 


1985 


Pennsylvania  bars  racial 
discrimination  by  labor  unions. 


Crystal  Bird  Fauset, 
Democrat,  is  first  African 
American  woman  elected  to 
a state  legislature. 


Pennsylvania  enacts  a law  barring 
discrimination  in  all  public 
accommodations. 


Andrew  N.  Bradley  is  named  state 
budget  secretary,  the  first  black 
appointed  to  a Pennsylvania  cabinet. 
Pniladelphia-bom  Marian  Anderson 
is  first  black  singer  to  perform  at  the 
Metropolitan  Opera. 

Robert  N.C.  Nix,  Sr., 

Democrat,  is  first  black 
congressman  elected 
from  Pennsylvania. 


Blacks  protest  segregation 
policy  of  Girard  College. 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  lets 
stand  lower  court  ruling 
that  Girard  College  must 
desegregate. 


Federal  government  tells 
Pennsylvania  to  desegregate  all 
public  schools  and  colleges 

K.  Leroy  Irvis  is  first 
African  American  elected 
to  be  Speaker  of  the  House 
in  a state  legislature. 

W.  Wilson  Goode,  Sr.,  is  elected  the 
first  black  mayor  of  Philadelphia. 

By  the  end  of  2000,  the  total 
population  of  Pennsylvania 
is  12,281,054  which  includes 
1,289,123  blacks. 


Pennsylvania  Presidential  Primaries 
Civil  Rights  Leader  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  trailed  in  the  Pennsylvania 
primary  with  264,463  votes,  or  17% 
of  the  vote. 

Philadelphia’s  African- 
American  mayor, 

Wilson  Goode,  orders 
the  Philadelphia  police 
to  bomb  the 
headquarters  of 
MOVE,  leaving  1 1 
people  dead  and  250  homeless. 


1986 

1987 


1989 

1992 


National  Holiday  for  Martin  L. 
King  established  by  legislation  in 
1983. 


Charles  Blockson  published 
The  Underground 
Railroad:  First 
Person  Narratives  of  Escapes! 
to  Freedom  in  the  North. 


The  Black  Wharton  Undergraduate 
Association  held  its  first  forum 
on  the  “Political  Ramifications  of 
Black  Economic  Development. 


August  Wilson,  an  African- 
American  playwright,  wins  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  and  Tony  Award  for 
his  work. 


1994  Board  of  Education  reaffirmed  the 
Philadelphia  School  District’s 
commitment  to  the  inclusion 
of  African  and  African- 
American  Studies  within  its  overall 
instructional  program  for  every 
student. 


1997 


1999 


2001 


2004 


2009 


. A. 

/ c \ 


African-American 

women 


* V 


participate  in 
the  Million  Woman 
March  in  Philadelphia, 
focusing  on  health 
care,  education,  and  self-help. 


Genetic  diversity  in  Africa  is 
extremely  high,  even 
between  closely  related  or  located 
groups  and  much  higher  than 
diversity  in  other  human 
populations. 


Dan  Debrah,  a student  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh, 
was  recognized  as  the 
National  Society  of  Black 
Engineers  (NSBE)  Achiever’s  Plus 
Program  as  Student  of  the  Year. 


Darryl  Washington,  a swimmer, 
helped  Pitt’s  swimming  and 
diving  team  win  a Big  East  title 
as  part  of  the  800-meter  freestyle 
relay  team  and  was  selected  to 
represent  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh  at  the  2004  NCAA 
Leadership  Conference. 


President  Barack  H. 
Obama  is  sworn  in  as 
the  44th  President  of 
The  United 
States  of  America  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


Pennsylvania  Department  of  Environmental  Protection 


Rachel  Carson  State  Office  Building 
P.O.  Box  2063 

Harrisburg,  PA  17105-2063 

February  26,  2009 


Secretary 


717-787-2814 


Greetings: 

On  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection,  welcome  to  this  year’s  Black  History 
Celebration. 

Black  History  celebrations  began  in  1926  and  were  popularized  by  Dr.  Carter  G.  Woodson.  Dr. 
Woodson,  an  important  historian,  author,  and  social  analyst  recognized  and  acted  upon  the  importance 
of  a people  having  knowledge  of  their  race  and  contributions  to  civilization.  The  original  week-long 
observance  became  a month  in  1976  and  is  a time  to  mark  the  considerable  contributions  of  African 
Americans/Blacks  to  the  fabric  of  the  United  States. 

This  year’s  theme  “Quest  for  Citizenship  in  the  Americas”  presents  the  story  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  (NAACP),  an  interracial  group  of  Americans  who 
joined  together  a century  ago  to  create  and  maintain  equal  citizenship  for  all  Americans.  The  centennial 
of  the  NAACP  is  an  occasion  to  highlight  the  problem  of  race  and  citizenship  in  American  history. 

It  is  an  honor  to  be  a co-sponsor  of  this  event  and  celebrate  African-American/Black  heritage  and 
achievement. 


Sincerely, 


Acting  Secretary 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


www.dep.state.pa.us 


Printed  on  Recycled  Paper  (( 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 
300  North  Street 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  17120-0024 
www.phmc.slate.pa.us 


February  26,  2009 
Dear  friends: 

On  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  (PHMC)  and  its  staff, 
it  is  an  honor  to  be  a co-sponsor  of  this  year’s  Black  History  Mondi  celebration:  Tire 
Quest  for  Black  Citizenship  in  tire  Americas.  In  its  mission  as  the  commonwealth’s 
official  history  agency,  we  recognize  African  American  culture  and  accomplishments 
throughout  tire  year  with  a diversity  of  programs. 

A century'  ago,  an  interracial  group  of  Americans  joined  together  and  formed  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  (NAACP).  The  story  of  the  NAACP 
is  the  story  of  struggle  to  create  and  maintain  equal  citizenship  for  all  Americans. 
Through  exposing  the  horrors  of  lynching,  keeping  the  issue  of  equality  before  the  courts, 
and  organizing  branches  throughout  the  country,  the  NAACP  drew  a national  following 
and  inspired  others  to  form  organizations  for  racial  change 

The  centennial  of  the  NAACP  is  an  occasion  to  highlight  the  problem  of  race  and 
citizenship  in  American  history,  from  the  experiences  of  free  blacks  in  a land  of  slavery 
to  die  political  aspirations  of  African  Americans  today.  The  centennial  also  provides  an 
opportunity  to  explore  the  history  of  other  nations  in  the  Americas,  where  former  slaves 
also  sought  the  fruits  of  citizenship. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  annual  Black  History  Conference  will  be  held  May  22-23  in 
Carlisle,  PA.  The  commission  is  also  a partner  in  planning  for  the  1 50Ih  anniversary  of 
the  Civil  War  that  we  expect  will  result  in  new  research  and  a more  inclusive 
interpretation  of  this  critical  era  in  our  nation’s  development. 

Black  History  Month  is  a special  time  to  reflect  on  the  influence  of  African  Americans  in 
American  and  Pennsylvania  history.  It  is  our  pleasure  to  recognize  diis  tribute  today. 


Barbara  Franco 
Executive  Director 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
Governor's  advisory  Commission  On  African  American  affairs 


Edward  G.  Rendell 

GOVERNOR 


Sonya  M.  Toler 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


February  2.  2009 


Dear  Community, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  joining  us  this  year  for  this  multi-agency  Black  History  Month  celebration. 
Much  work  has  been  put  into  making  this  celebration  entertaining  and  educational 

As  we  celebrate  and  reflect  on  this  year's  national  theme.  "The  quest  for  black  citizenship  in  the 
Americas"  let  us  be  mindful  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People 
(NAACP),  which  was  created  to  assist  to  move  forward  progressively. 

February  12.  1909  marks  the  I00'1'  anniversary  of  the  NAACP.  Originally  founded  in  New  York  City 
by  W.E.B.  Dubois,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Conference  was  organized  in  1934  in  llollidaysburg.  Blair 
County . 

As  we  look  to  the  future,  let  us  never  forget  the  founding  institutions  that  have  helped  us  transition 
into  the  vibrant,  inclusive,  multi-ethnic  and  powerful  nation  that  we  are  today. 

Many  thanks  to  the  planning  committee  for  their  energy  in  presenting  another  excellent  Black  History 
Month  celebration,  and  many  thanks  to  our  community  for  supporting  our  efforts. 


SincereK 


\ - 
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Sonya  M. Toler 

Executive  Director 


Room  506  Finance  Building-Harrisburg.  Pennsylvania  17120-1005 


Telephone:  717-772-5085 


Toll  Free  1-877-374-0222 


Fax  7 17-787-4015 


wwwAfr-canAm. Slate  pa  us 


Peter  Speaks 

Peter  Speaks  currently  serves  as 
Deputy  Secretary  and  Special  Advisor 
to  Governor  Ed  Rendell  for  Minority 
and  Women  Business  Development 
where  he  oversees  state  contracting 
opportunities  for  minority-  and 
women-owned  businesses.  Peter 
also  formerly  served  as  Deputy 
Secretary  for  Administration  for  the 
Department  of  General  Services. 

Peter  joined  state  government  in  1991  as  a Hearing  Officer  for 
the  Departments  of  Insurance  and  later  served  as  the  Director  of 
Hearing  and  Appeals  for  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  In 
1996,  Peter  joined  the  Department  of  the  Auditor  General  where 
he  served  as  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Assistance 
Audits  and  later  as  Deputy  Auditor  General  for  Performance 
Audits  under  former  State  Auditor  General  [now  U.S.  Senator] 
Robert  P.  Casey,  Jr.  Prior  to  joining  state  government,  Peter 
worked  as  corporate  counsel  and  as  Director  of  Governmental 
Relations  for  a major  Pittsburgh  utility  company. 

Peter  is  a Phi  Beta  Kappa  graduate  of  Morehouse  College  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  and  he  obtained  his  law  degree  from  Hastings 
College  of  Law  in  San  Francisco,  California.  Peter  also  completed 
a certificate  program  through  the  Theological  Ecumenical 
Institute  of  Harrisburg. 

Peter  is  the  recipient  of  numerous  professional  achievement  and 
civic  awards,  and  he  serves  on  a number  of  diversity  advisory 
boards.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Steelton,  the  Camp  Curtin  YMCA  Black  Achievers  Program, 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Leadership  Development  Institute, 
the  Greater  Harrisburg  Area  NAACP,  Men  United  for  a Better 
Harrisburg,  and  the  Harrisburg  Leadership  Council. 


IUP  Voices  of  Joy 

The  IUP  Voices  of  Joy  gospel  choir 
was  founded  in  October,  1988  in  response 
to  a desire  among  some  Indiana  University 
of  Pennsylvania  (IUP)  students  for  a return 
to  their  spiritual  "roots"  while  attending 
college  away  from  home.  Since  that  time, 
membership,  which  is  open  to  all  IUP 
students,  has  consistently  remained  between 
forty  and  sixty  persons.  Membership  is  open  to  all  who  love 
and  appreciate  the  wonderful  genre  of  gospel  music. 

The  choir's  repertoire  includes 
all  styles  of  gospel  music  ranging  from  traditional  to 
contemporary.  The  group  primarily  performs  original  pieces 
written  by  the  directors  and  various  members.  Since  its 
Inception,  the  choir  has  traveled  extensively,  performing  at 
educational,  religious,  and  community  functions.  Among 
these  performances:  the  Indiana  County  Prayer  Breakfast 
featuring  then  Pennsylvania  Governor  Robert  Casey,  opening 
performances  for  TAKE  6 and  the  New  Jersey  Mass  Choir,  and 
the  Investitures  of  IUP  Presidents  Lawrence  Pettit  and  Tony 
Atwater. 

The  choir  has  been  recognized  for  outstanding  service  by  the 
NAACP  through  its  Distinguished  Leader  Award,  and  was  also 
awarded  at  Pittsburgh's  Festival  of  College  Gospel  Choirs. 

In  addition,  the  IUP  Voices  of  Joy  twice  received  honorable 
mention  at  the  National  Collegiate  Gospel  Choir  Competition 
in  New  York  City. 

In  the  Summer  of  2007,  the  choir  released  their  first  CD, 
entitled  "There  is  NO  Turning  Back."  The  CD,  which  has 
received  rave  reviews,  is  currently  available  for  sale  on 
their  websitd  (www.myvictory.org).  It  is  also  nationally 
distributed  through  CDBABY.COM. 
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The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Dr.  Melvin  A.  Jenkins, 
a faculty  member  at  IUP,  and  Rev.  David  T.  Hanson,  a 
community  leader. 

for  more  information  www.myvictory.org 
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Diane  holds  many  tides:  Singer,  beautician,  actor,  Minister  of  Music,  CDL 
licensed  driver,  mother,  grandmother,  friend  and  Christian.  Diane  is  the  proud 
mother  of  four  musically  gifted  daughters  and  the  proud  grandmother  of  nine. 
Diane  has  been  singing  her  entire  life,  but  her  first  performance  in  front  of  an 
audience  was  in  1963  - that  was  the  beginning  of  her  career  as  a singer. 

In  1975,  Diane  was  the  lead  singer  in  her  very  first  band  called  “Young 
Unlimited,”  and  performed  tunes  by  Chaka  Khan,  Natalie  Cole  and  Stephanie 
Mills.  Diane  performed  with  several  groups  subsequent  to  “Young  Unlimited.” 
In  1980,  Diane  was  honored  to  tour  with  a local  recording  group  called 
“Positive  Force,”  which  released  the  single  hit  “We  Got  the  Funk.” 

Along  with  this  challenging  career  choice  came  some  negative  effects.  In  her 
late  teenage  years  the  streets  became  her  life.  But,  her  strong  and  unwavering 
faith  delivered  her  to  a brighter  tomorrow.  Also,  while  performing  in  1991 
Diane  lost  her  voice  and  was  told  that  there  was  a 50/ 50  chance  that  she  may 
never  be  able  to  sing  again.  For  two  years  she  put  her  career  on  hold.  When 
Diane  returned  to  the  music  world  she  changed  her  repertoire  to  oldies  but 
goodies  and  jazz.  The  community  loved  and  welcomed  the  change. 

Diane  has  performed  in  “The  Lady  & the  Duke,”  with  the  great  Christian  Seay 
for  five  years.  She  has  also  performed  with  great  jazz  musicians  such  as,  Ronnie 
Waters,  Sammy  Banks,  Bob  Brookins,  Jimmy  Wood,  Steve  Rudotph,  TIM 
Warfield,,  Jeff  Stabley,  Chris  Backus  and  many  more.  Acting  has  been  added 
to  Diane’s  long  list  of  talents,  and  she  has  performed  in  local  plays  such  as  the 
Maafa,  the  Journey  of  Harriet  Tubman,  and  the  Portrayal  of  Billie  Holiday,  to 
name  a few.  However,  Diane’s  first  love  is  gospel.  She  sings  in  and  directs  the 
choir  at  Bethel  AME  where  the  Reverend 
Martin  D.  Odom  is  Pastor. 

Diane  serves  the  community 
faithfully  and  loyally, 
performing  for  weddings, 
funerals,  festivals, 
retirement  parties, 
birthday  parties,  and 
church  functions. 


The  2009  CommonweaCtfi  (BCac^Jfistory  lri6ute 

is  In  Memory  of 


*l/endi*ta,  ^IpAette  Showed 

April  1,  1959-  December  24,  2008 
Legal  Counsel  for  the  PUC 

Office  of  Special  Assistants  and  Office  of  Chairman  Holland 


Sue  JLeded  S*uit£ 

June  9, 1949 -June  17,  2008 
Historian  - The  State  Museum  of  Pennsylvania 


Jlito,  TVatent 

November  22, 1956  - September  2, 2007 
Administrator  of  the  Black  History  Task  Force 
and  Employeed  by  the  PUC 


Lift  every  voice  and  sing 
Till  earth  and  heaven  ring, 

Ring  with  the  harmonies  of  Liberty; 

Let  our  rejoicing  rise 
High  as  the  listening  skies, 

Let  it  resound  loud  as  the  rolling  sea. 

Sing  a song  full  of  the  faith  that  the  dark  past  has  taught  us. 
Sing  a song  full  of  the  hope  that  the  present  has  brought  us. 
Facing  the  rising  sun  of  our  new  day  begun 
Let  us  march  on  till  victory  is  won. 


Stony  the  road  we  trod, 

Bitter  the  chastening  rod, 

Felt  in  the  days  when  hope  unborn  had  died; 

Yet  with  a steady  beat. 

Have  not  our  weary' feet 

Come  to  the  place  for  which  our  fathers  sighed? 

We  have  come  over  a way ' that  with  tears  have  been  watered. 

We  have  come,  treading  our  path  through  the  blood  of  the  slaughtered, 
Out  from  the  gloomy  past,  / 

Till  now  ftp  island  at  last  \ < 

Where  jhe  white  gleam  of  our  bright  staffs  ca 
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/ God  of  oungilent , 

Thou  who  has  brought  us  thus  far  on  the  way; 

Thou  who  has  by'  Thy  might 
Led  us  into  the  light. 

Keep  us  forever  in  the  path,  we  pray. 

Lest  our  feet  stray  from  the  places,  Our  God,  where  we  met  Thee; 
Ijest,  our  hearts  drunk  with  the  wine  of  the  world,  we  forget  Thee; 
Shadowed  beneath  Thy  hand. 

May  we  forever  stand. 

True  to  our  GOD, 

7 rue  to  our  native  land 
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Special  I hanks 

Bonnie  Prior,  PUC 
Karen  Chevarria,  PUC  „ 
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Governors  Advisory  Commission  on 
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Governors  Office 

Irena  Brown 
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PI  IMG  Operations  Staff 
Central  Dauphin  East  Steppers  * 
Deborah  ( D.J.)  Sabalusky,  QOS  Intern 
Diane  Wilson 
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Summerdale  Diner 
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